Reading List: Science Fiction

The Adoration of Jenna Fox Pearson, Mary Novel, Sci-Fiction

Who is Jenna Fox? Seventeen-year-old Jenna has been told that is her name. She has just awoken from a coma, they
tell her, and she is still recovering from a terrible accident in which she was involved a year ago. But what happened
before that? Jenna doesn't remember her life. Or does she? And are the memories really hers? This fascinating novel
represents a stunning new direction for acclaimed author Mary Pearson. Set in a near future America, it takes readers
on an unforgettable journey through questions of bio-medical ethics and the nature of humanity. Mary Pearson's
vividly drawn characters and masterful writing soar to a new level of sophistication (Goodreads).

The Children of Men James, P.D. Novel, Sci-Fiction

Told with P. D. James's trademark suspense, insightful characterization, and riveting storytelling, The Children of
Men is a story of a world with no children and no future. The human race has become infertile, and the last generation
to be born is now adult. Civilization itself is crumbling as suicide and despair become commonplace. Oxford historian
Theodore Faron, apathetic toward a future without a future, spends most of his time reminiscing. Then he is
approached by Julian, a bright, attractive woman who wants him to help get her an audience with his cousin, the
powerful Warden of England. She and her band of unlikely revolutionaries may just awaken his desire to live ... and
they may also hold the key to survival for the human race.

The Man in the High Castle Dick, Philip K. Novel, Sci-Fiction

It's America in 1962. Slavery is legal once again. The few Jews who still survive hide under assumed names. In San
Francisco the | Ching is as common as the Yellow Pages. All because some 20 years earlier the United States lost a
war, and is now occupied jointly by Nazi Germany and Japan. This harrowing, Hugo Award-winning novel is the work
that established Philip K. Dick as an innovator in science fiction while breaking the barrier between science fiction and
the serious novel of ideas. In it Dick offers a haunting vision of history as a nightmare from which it may just be possible
to awake (Goodreads).

Never Let Me Go Ishiguro, Kazuo Novel, Sci-Fiction

Like Ishiguro's previous works. his sixth novel is so exquisitely observed that even the most workaday objects and
interactions are infused with a luminous, humming otherworldliness. The dystopian story it tells, meanwhile, gives it a
different kind of electric charge. Set in late 1990s England, in a parallel universe in which humans are cloned and raised
expressly to "donate” their healthy organs and thus eradicate disease from the normal population, this is an epic ethical
horror story, told in devastatingly poignant miniature. By age 31, narrator (and clone) Kathy H has spent nearly 12 years
as a "carer" to dozens of "donors." Knowing that her number is sure to come up soon, she recounts-in excruciating
detail-the fraught, minute dramas of her happily sheltered childhood and adolescence at Hailsham, an idyllic, isolated
school/orphanage where clone-students are encouraged to make art and feel special. Protected (as is the reader, at
first) from the full truth about their eventual purpose in the larger world, "we [students] were always just too young to
understand properly the latest piece of information. But of course we'd take it in at some level, so that before long all
this stuff was there in our heads without us ever having examined it properly." This tension of knowing-without-
knowing permeates all of the students' tense, sweetly innocent interactions, especially Kath's touchingly stilted love
triangle with two Hailsham classmates, manipulative Ruth and kind-hearted Tommy. In savoring the subtle shades of



atmosphere and innuendo in these three small, tightly bound lives, Ishiguro spins a stinging cautionary tale of science
outpacing ethics (Publisher's Weekly).

The Sparrow Russell, Mary Doria Novel, Sci-Fiction

In 2019, humanity finally finds proof of extraterrestrial life when a listening post in Puerto Rico picks up exquisite
singing from a planet that will come to be known as Rakhat. While United Nations diplomats endlessly debate a
possible first contact mission, the Society of Jesus quietly organizes an eight-person scientific expedition of its own.
What the Jesuits find is a world so beyond comprehension that it will lead them to question what it means to be
human (Goodreads).

Unwind Shusterman, Neal Novel, Sci-Fiction

The Second Civil War was fought over reproductive rights. The chilling resolution: Life is inviolable from the moment
of conception until age thirteen. Between the ages of thirteen and eighteen, however, parents can have their child
"unwound," whereby all of the child's organs are transplanted into different donors, so life doesn't technically end.
Connor is too difficult for his parents to control. Risa, a ward of the state, is not enough to be kept alive. And Lev is a
tithe, a child conceived and raised to be unwound. Together, they may have a chance to escape and to survive

(Goodreads).

A Wrinkle in Time L'Engle Madeleine Novel, Sci-Fiction

It was a dark and stormy night; Meg Murry, her small brother Charles Wallace, and her mother had come down to the
kitchen for a midnight snack when they were upset by the arrival of a most disturbing stranger. "Wild nights are my
glory," the unearthly stranger told them. "l just got caught in a downdraft and blown off course. Let me be on my way.
Speaking of way, by the way, there is such a thing as a tesseract”. Meg's father had been experimenting with this fifth
dimension of time travel when he mysteriously disappeared. Now the time has come for Meg, her friend Calvin, and
Charles Wallace to rescue him. But can they outwit the forces of evil they will encounter on their heart-stopping
journey through space? (Goodreads).



