Reading List: LGBTQ+

Boy Meets Boy Levithan, David Novel, Fiction

This is the story of Paul, a sophomore at a high school like no other: The cheerleaders ride Harleys, the homecoming
queen used to be a guy named Daryl (she now prefers Infinite Darlene and is also the star quarterback), and the gay-
straight alliance was formed to help the straight kids learn how to dance. When Paul meets Noah, he thinks he’s found
the one his heart is made for. Until he blows it. The school bookie says the odds are 12-to-1 against him getting Noah
back, but Paul's not giving up without playing his love really loud. His best friend Joni might be drifting away, his other
best friend Tony might be dealing with ultra-religious parents, and his ex-boyfriend Kyle might not be going away
anytime soon, but sometimes everything needs to fall apart before it can really fit together right. This is a happy-
meaningful romantic comedy about finding love, losing love, and doing what it takes to get love back in a crazy-
wonderful world (Goodreads).

October Mourning Newman, Lesléa Poetry

A masterful poetic exploration of the impact of Matthew Shepard’s murder on the world. On the night of October 6,
1998, a gay twenty-one-year-old college student named Matthew Shepard was lured from a Wyoming bar by two young
men, savagely beaten, tied to a remote fence, and left to die. Gay Awareness Week was beginning at the University of
Wyoming, and the keynote speaker was Lesléa Newman, discussing her book Heather Has Two Mommies. Shaken, the
author addressed the large audience that gathered, but she remained haunted by Matthew’s murder. October
Mourning, a novel in verse, is her deeply felt response to the events of that tragic day. Using her poetic imagination,
the author creates fictitious monologues from various points of view, including the fence Matthew was tied to, the
stars that watched over him, the deer that kept him company, and Matthew himself. More than a decade later, this
stunning cycle of sixty-eight poems serves as an illumination for readers too young to remember, and as a powerful,
enduring tribute to Matthew Shepard’s life (Goodreads).

Perks of Being a Wallflower Chbosky, Stephen Novel, Fiction

Charlie is a freshman. And while he's not the biggest geek in the school, he is by no means popular. Shy, introspective,
intelligent beyond his years yet socially awkward, he is a wallflower, caught between trying to live his life and trying to
run from it. Charlie is attempting to navigate his way through uncharted territory: the world of first dates and mix
tapes, family dramas and new friends; the world of sex, drugs, and The Rocky Horror Picture Show, when all one
requires is that perfect song on that perfect drive to feel infinite. But he can't stay on the sideline forever. Standing on
the fringes of life offers a unique perspective. But there comes a time to see what it looks like from the dance floor.
The Perks of Being a Wallflower is a deeply affecting coming-of-age story that will spirit you back to those wild and
poignant roller-coaster days known as growing up (Goodreads).

The Screwed Up Life of Charlie the Second Ferguson, Drew Graphic Novel, Fiction

Sometimes, it's just easier to think I'm not the freak. I'm just in an alien world. Being Charles James Stewart, Jr., AKA
Charlie the Second, means never "fitting in." Tall, gangly and big-eared, he could be a poster boy for teenage geeks. An
embarrassment to his parents (he's not too crazy about them, either), Charlie is a virtual untouchable at his high
school, where humiliation is practically an extracurricular activity. Charlie has tried to fit in, but all of his efforts fail on
a glorious, monumental scale. He plays soccer--mainly to escape his home life--but isn't accepted by his teammates
who basically ignore him on the field. He still confuses the accelerator with the brake pedal and as a result, has not



only failed his driving exam six times, but also almost killed himself and his driving instructor. He can't work on his
college essay without writing a searing tell-all. But what's freaking Charlie out the most is that while his hormones are
raging and his peers are pairing off, he remains alone with his fantasies. But all of this is about to change when a new
guy at school begins to liven things up on the soccer team--and in Charlie's life. For the first time in his seventeen
years, Charlie will learn how it feels to be a star, well, at least off the field. But Charlie discovers that even cool guys
have problems as he embarks on a deliciously sexy, risk-filled journey from which there is no turning back (Goodreads).

Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda Albertalli, Becky Novel, Fiction

Sixteen-year-old and not-so-openly gay Simon Spier prefers to save his drama for the school musical. But when an
email falls into the wrong hands, his secret is at risk of being thrust into the spotlight. Now Simon is actually being
blackmailed: if he doesn't play wingman for class clown Martin, his sexual identity will become everyone’s business.
Worse, the privacy of Blue, the pen name of the boy he’s been emailing, will be compromised. With some messy
dynamics emerging in his once tight-knit group of friends, and his email correspondence with Blue growing more
flirtatious every day, Simon'’s junior year has suddenly gotten all kinds of complicated. Now, change-averse Simon has
to find a way to step out of his comfort zone before he’'s pushed out—without alienating his friends, compromising
himself, or fumbling a shot at happiness with the most confusing, adorable guy he's never met (Goodreads).

Tomboy: A Graphic Memoir Prince, Liz Graphic Novel, Memoir

Growing up, Liz Prince wasn't a girly girl, dressing in pink tutus or playing pretty princess like the other girls in her
neighborhood. But she wasn't exactly one of the guys, either. She was somewhere in between. But with the forces of
middle school, high school, parents, friendship, and romance pulling her this way and that, "the middle" wasn't exactly
an easy place to be.Tomboy follows award-winning author and artist Liz Prince through her early years and explores--
with humor, honesty, and poignancy--what it means to "be a girl" (Goodreads).

Weetzie Bat Block, Francesca Novel, Fiction

Fifteen years ago Francesca Lia Block made a dazzling entrance into the literary scene with what would become one of
the most talked-about books of the decade: Weetzie Bat. This could be a book about cheap cheese and bean burritos,
slinkster dogs, lanky lizards and rubber chickens. Or strawberry sundaes with marshmallow toppings, surfing, stage-
diving and sleeping on the beach. It could even be a book about magic. But what it's definitely about is Weetzie Bat,
her best friend Dirk and their search across L.A. for the most dangerous angel of all...true love (Goodreads).



